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UWRF Alumni Association Announces Two New Alumni Awards
Do you know an alum who you feel is deserving of an Alumni Award? The UWRF Alumni Advisory Board will be seeking nominations for two newly created alumni awards that will be presented at the annual scholarship benefit starting in Spring 2014. We encourage you to review the eligibility requirements and nominate individuals who you think fit the following descriptions.
Outstanding Young Alumni Award
The Outstanding Young Alumni Award recognizes the accomplishments of individuals who have excelled in professional and civic accomplishments within the last 15 years.
Lifetime Achievement Award
The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes the accomplishments of alumni who have provided long-time exceptional service and leadership in their profession, community, and a continuing interest and loyalty to UW-River Falls.
Further information and nomination forms for these awards can be found at: www.uwrf.edu/UniversityAdvancement/ AlumniRelations/Achievements.cfm. 
UW-River Falls was honored to host the
Rod Nilsestuen Legacy Event
again
Outstanding Service Award
This year, the UWRF Foundation will bestow upon three individuals and one organization the 2013 Outstanding Service Award: Michael Davis, Constance Foster, Debbie James Timmerman and Linder's Greenhouse, Garden and Landscape Center. The Outstanding Service Award is presented annually to individuals and/or an organization that have supported the mission of UW-River Falls. Each one of this year's award winners has been instrumental in improving and furthering the university's vision over the years.
Davis, Foster and Timmerman have been driving forces in the volunteer fundraising effort to support construction of the new Falcon Center. Not only have they given meaningful financial contributions of their own, but each of them has contributed a large amount of their personal time spreading the word about the importance of donating to Falcon Center. Because of them, hundreds of thousands of dollars have been raised from former students, colleagues, athletes and friends. The Falcon Center Volunteer Fundraising Committee, which also has seen the dedicated participation of current UWRF faculty and athletics staff, has helped raise over 20% of the Falcon Center private support goal.
The fourth recipient, Linder's Greenhouse, Garden and Landscape Center, has provided invaluable opportunities for UWRF students. They have provided horticulture undergraduate research opportunities and scholarships for present and future students.
Each recipient will receive their award at this year's Fall Commencement on December 15. A: One of the main changes has been computerization, particularly computers in the classroom. Also, Web-based learning programs such as Desire to Learn (D2L) and the online resources that come with textbooks. As with most things, there are advantages and disadvantages to these changes. However, the greatest advantage is the time it saves students when collecting data points -the computer calculates everything for you. This allows students to have more time to think about the experiment, analyze it and ask more questions.
Q: What is your favorite memory from teaching here at UW-River Falls?
A: A student told me she switched from biology to chemistry because of me. That touched my heart.
Q: You are known for your research in different forms of chemical synthesis. How did you become interested in such a subject?
A: I am a very manual person. I like using my hands. The type of research I do is both analytical and logical, so it fits my personality perfectly.
Q: You were the co-director of the Semester Abroad: Europe program. How did you get involved with this program?
A: I noticed an announcement that was asking for faculty to get involved with the Europe program. I had been at the university for seven years at that time and it was about time for me to take a sabbatical. I considered applying for one, but I heard that actually receiving one was difficult. So, I decided that the study abroad trip could be like my sabbatical. Also, I am from Europe, so I thought I could offer a little insight.
Q: Why do you think students should take advantage of the opportunity to study abroad?
A: I can give you a few key reasons. First of all, it really gives the students the chance to experience a different culture without the distraction of a deadline. It isn't a vacation where the student comes home after a week; they are there for three months. Also, you learn to be responsible and rely on yourself. You get to have a taste of a foreign language and, maybe, find a new passion. Any international experience is important. It pushes you outside of your comfort zone. Without this push, no one truly knows what they are capable of.
Q: What are your post-retirement plans?
A: Well, I will be working part time in the Chemistry Department. Also, I really like making quilts and giving them as gifts. Right now, I'm working on one for a friend. I now have time to play bridge more than once a month and catch up on my reading. Also, traveling is a part of my plans because my family lives in Poland, but with teaching part time we will see how frequently that will happen. Ley will graduate in December 2013 with a Bachelor of Science degree in broad area English education. He aspires to pursue a career in higher education working in student affairs. He has spent his last semester this fall student teaching in Glenwood City, Wis.
Support from those who truly understand
Who better than current and former UWRF faculty and staff understand the bright potential of the students at UW-River Falls, and how hard their struggle is to pay for a quality education? Personal attention and meaningful student-faculty relationships have been a hallmark of the UWRF experience for decades. Already steadfast supporters of the campus, since the launch of the Rising to Distinction campaign there has been an impressive resurgence of giving on the part of faculty Emeriti and other retired faculty and staff.
Over $549,577 has been raised in gifts and pledges from 136 former UWRF employees since July 1, 2011, funding everything from scholarships to department funds, college Funds for Excellence and athletics. 56 of those gifts are over $1,000, with a significant gift of $100,000 from former Chancellor Gary Thibodeau for his named scholarship and the Falcon Center.
Also impressive are the ranks of former employees who have decided to make the ultimate gift: leaving a portion of their estate to UW-River Falls. An impressive $1.3 million in planned gifts has been documented by Legacy Society members who are former staff or faculty emeriti since the start of the campaign, including beloved former professors like William Ammerman (Art), Mary Barrett (Art), DeAn Krey (Education) and Curtiss Larson (Physics).
It is not just those who have left the ranks of UW-River Falls who give back. Even those who are currently employed, despite cuts to take home salary and minimal wage increases, are passionate about ensuring UWRF student success. Dozens of current faculty and staff have provided nearly $160,000 in gifts since the start of the campaign. Many have found setting up a minimal automatic payroll deduction (as small as $10/month) to be the best way to support the campus; others are supporting strategic programs like Falcon Scholars or the new Falcon Center; still others have created their own named annual scholarships. Regardless of the amount or the destination, showing institutional buy-in is crucial to leveraging support from outside donors. Gifts from current staff and faculty are certainly some of the most meaningful that will be seen in the campaign. We sat down with her to uncover her family's history with the university and discover the differences in higher education through the years. Donors to the University of Wisconsin-River Falls are investing in an innovative new facility that will meet the educational, recreational and athletic needs of our campus and community.
2013-14 Scholarship Stats
Falcon Center
The university introduced plans a year ago to build its long-awaited new Health and Human Performance building, the Falcon Center. With financial support from the State of Wisconsin, current students, alumni, and donors, the Falcon Center is about $369,125 away from the $2 million fundraising goal set by the State. This success is due in part to the generous donors who have made significant naming gifts to the facility. So far, funding has been provided for: 
Don Page Arena
With the goal of raising $1 million to honor the distinguished UWRF teacher, coach and athletic director, Don Page, family and friends are behind this fundraising effort. One such person, Page's longtime friend and Badger basketball teammate, Ab Nicholas, made a $750,000 contribution to insure that Don Page's name is honored. To date nearly $800,000 has been donated for the arena.
Bowen Court
A group of former athletes have begun to raise $160,000 to name the Falcon Center basketball court in honor of Rick Bowen, UWRF head basketball coach from 1987 to 2005. To date $155,050 has been pledged or received for the Bowen Court.
Emogene Nelson Classroom
Alumni, current faculty and emeriti put together a campaign to raise $87,500 to honor physical education teacher and 1944 River Falls graduate Emogene Nelson. A total of $50,900 has been raised toward the naming gift. Because the existing Emogene A. Nelson Center will be closed once Falcon Center opens, the administration recently committed to preserving the Emogene Nelson name on campus by deeming the amount raised to date already sufficient to name a classroom after her in the new building. Any additional gifts will be used to ensure that a fitting tribute to Dr. Nelson is installed in the classroom, and to improve the classroom's technological facilities. Mary Barrett began her career at UW-River Falls in 1963 when she left St. Cloud State University to teach in UWRF's Art Department. "The faculty in the art department were very close, almost like a family," states Barrett. "Also, the students were so excited to learn and try new things." In her 29-year career at UWRF, Barrett taught printmaking and drawing until her retirement in 1992. After retirement, Barrett began focusing on her own studio art, but never forgot those students just starting in their pursuit of art.
In 2004, she started the Mary L. Barrett scholarship, an annual scholarship that supports art majors. "I know the Ammermans fairly well and I knew they had a couple of scholarships established at the university. I enjoyed the idea of giving back to a university that was smaller in scale, like River Falls. I discussed the idea of establishing a scholarship with my banker and he thought it would fit well with my finances," explains Barrett.
Since the scholarship was established, nine students have benefited from Barrett's generosity. "Students who have received my scholarship express such a great amount of gratitude when I meet them at the scholarship event held in the fall of each year. It's nice to see that my scholarship means so much to them," said Barrett.
In 2010, Barrett, decided to increase the amount of her annual scholarship by $500 and in 2012 began awarding two annual scholarships of $1,500 each. The increase in her scholarship amount falls in line with the goals of her personal legacy. "I am leaving much of my estate to UW-River Falls, to support the students of UWRF even after I pass. I want young people to have a chance to go to college even after I'm gone," she said. Come support our Falcon Scholars program at the annual Scholarship Benefit Dinner. The event includes a banquet style dinner followed by a presentation from our keynote speaker, Bob Woodward, Pulitzer Prize Winning Writer.
UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Visit the Alumni Events webpage on the UWRF website to purchase general tickets and sponsorships.
